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IPB-Italia è l’ufficio italiano autonomo della più antica e più vasta Federazione Mondiale denominata I.P.B. che ha la sua sede centrale a Ginevra – Premio Nobel per la pace nel 1910. Si configura sulla scena delle numerose organizzazioni che promuovono la cultura della pace in termini di struttura specificatamente orientata ad attività di progettazione propositiva, studi e/o approfondimenti riguardanti i suoi vari aspetti. In detta prospettiva IPB - Italia si muove essenzialmente su progetti portati avanti da gruppi di studio di esperti ad hoc costituiti per trattare specifiche materie.

PRESS RELEASE nr. 1

IPB – Italia will be in Halabija on the occasion of the kurdish massacre in 1988
A delegation of the italian office of the International Peace Bureau will be in the Iraqi provinces of Kurdistan on the 16th and the 17th of march to remember the terrible massacre made with chemical weapons by the Saddam Hussein regime on civil population.
The Chairman Fulgida Barattoni, together with a delegation of the Italian Office of the International Peace Bureau will go to Halbija on the 16th and the 17th of march 2006 to take part to the commemoration of the chemical bombing of 1988 through which more than 5000 defenceless civilians lost their lives. This delegation will also be composed by a delegation of Italian mayors adhering to the world campaign Mayors for Peace to which the city of Halabija also adheres.

During the ceremony two short films produced by IPB-Italia will be presented: Weapons of mass distruction - Kurdistan 1988, remembering the night of the “chemical hell” and Little paper dreams against war freely taken from the story of Sadako Sasaki, a very young victim of the nuclear holocaust of Hiroshima, a work taking part to the Istanbul Festival. 
From the script of the short film Weapons of mass destruction - Kurdistan 1988 :

“ (…) On the 16th of march 1988 Iraqi bombers plough the sky on the city of Halabija, a city of 70.000 inhabitants in the Iraqi province of Kurdistan Suleymania, a few kilometers far from the Iranian border. The day before, the city had fallen in the hands of the partisans of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) of Jalal Talabani. Used to the alternating offensives and counteroffensives in the Iraq-Iran war devastating the region from September 1980 the population, at first, thinks it be reprisal. Who’s in good time finds emergency  shelters. The others are taken unaware by chemical bombs which, in many waves, Iraqi Mirage and Migs throw at them. A nauseating smell of rotten apples fills Halabija. Only at dusk air  incursions stop and it starts raining. As the Iraqi troops have destroyed the power plant, the inhabitants leave to seek their dead in the mud, at the light of torches. The day after they find themselves in front of a frightening sight: streets paved with corpses, people overcome by the chemical death in their everyday deeds: children held by hand by their father, babies still attached to their mother’s breasts. In a few hours there were 5.000 deaths  3.200 of which were buried in a common grave because nobody could claim them, relatives, family, friends: they were all dead (…).”
Children of the local schools will also reed 10 tales, translated in Kurdish , among those selected from the international award: A Tale for Peace, literary show successfully organized by IPB–Italia. A small gesture to light up hope in the children who see their land even today under the constant threat of war.

The witnessing taken by IPB–Italia to the massacre of Halabija goes beyond the historical memory and has a character of deep up-to-dateness seen the politic of firm intervention “against all the inhuman warlike events” assumed by the association. Recently Chairman Barattoni has consigned to the New York Chairmen Cora Weiss the text of the “Appeal on the use of white phosphorus in Fallujah in November 2004, an important document, drafted in Italy and borne from the work of scientists and international experts, that will be brought to the attention of the Secretary General of the United Nations Kofi Annan and of the Heads of State of the member countries. In the Appeal International Peace Bureau asks, among the others, the founding of an autonomous and neutral Commission of Inquiry to verify what exactly happened during the siege of Falluja in 2004 and above all to understand who is responsible for this nth massacre of civilians as drawn to the public attention on the last 8th November 2005 by the brave documentary by Sigfrido Ranucci and Michele Torrealta for RAINEWS24.
Also this was IPB-Italia wants to concentrate the collective knowledge on the focal importance of a more and more incisive and constructive action of Civil Society to open the way to new and founded peace hopes. Civil Society itself has been called in these last years to play a role of support to International Institutions with the precise knowledge that the peace “thought” by the people is not what the politic of Nations is enacting, and, on the contrary, the distance between what governments do and what the citizens want keeps wide and doesn’t seem to shorten. 
Representatives of the Italian Civil Society are the Chairman of IPB-Italia Fulgida Barattoni with her son Gianandrea, the first child who spoke in name of all the children in the Assembly room of the General Assembly of the United Nations in front of Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General Roberto Del Bianco, the Counselor Susanna Agostini representing the Mayor of Florence Leonardo Domenici Vice-President of the Mayors for Peace, the Counselor Renzo Coceancig representing the Mayor of Cormons, Edoardo Masetti  Mayor of Marzabotto city bound with a friendship pact to the city of Halabija, Luciano Scambiato Licciardi representing the Mayor of the town of Mazzarino and the representative of the Italian Kurdish Community Gulala Salih to whom we owe the incredible work of mediation giving birth to this peace mission in Halabija. The journalists Lara Alpi and Flaviano Masetti of Rai News 24 will grant to the members of the Italian delegation the spreading of their peace message through the Rai channels and also through Al Jazeera.

The delegation of Italian Mayors and of the International Peace Bureau - IPB-Italia will take gifts for the school children (500 units comprehending Rucksacks, pencils, rubbers, pens) offered by the Province of Gorizia, by the Municipality of Cormons, the Municipality of Mazzarino, the Municipality of Meldola, the Municipality of Marzabotto, the mountain community of Friuli and the Wine producers wine shop of Cormons, which, apart from its contribution for the rucksacks, will send, to seal this friendship, also its traditional “wine of peace”.

These representatives of the Italian Civil Society intend to work with and within the Iraqi Civil Society for Peace, so that through the memory of the events of 1988 the citizens of today, adults and children, of the town of Halabija can walk towards their future lit up by trust and hope, with the knowledge that they are not alone but part of a whole called Civil Society which is the legitimate depositary of the sovereignty and which today more then ever is called into question by the United Nations themselves to play an active and determining role for the good of humanity.

In this moment of singular uneasiness between the Islamic world and the west of the world a signal of peace and open-mindedness of the Civil Society will be sent from Halabija, with the people and among the people, in the schools and in the squares, because peace belongs to people, because the Civil Society all over the world is made of women, children, husbands, grandparents and all of them want the same thing: 
“to see their children grow” to be able to offer to the coming  generations a future without fear. 
A signal to relaunch all over the world so that, like in tales, in the end good wins. 

To make everybody win.

The International Peace Bureau is still today the biggest peace Federation in the pacifist world with the adhesion of more then 20 international organizations and 266 national organizations in 60 Countries, with its important history borne in the XIX century, the Nobel price for Peace awarded to it in 1910 and its high international credibility grown through important international peace initiatives and campaigns.

IPB-Italia made itself promoter on the national territory of the world campaign “Mayors for Peace” – “Sindaci per la Pace” directed by the Mayor of Hiroshima Akiba Tadatoshi which counts in Italy more than 150 mayors and which intends to involve all the Mayors of the Italian Towns thanks to the important task recently received by the mayor of Florence, Leonardo Domenici, chairman of the ANCI, within the directive of the same campaign.
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