Together for the reconstruction of Iraq - Pianosa 19th and 20th august 2006 

Conference promoted by Mayors for Peace, International Peace Bureau, Fondazioni Antonino Caponnetto and Sandro Pertini .

Participants:



delegation from  Iraq

· Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Iraqi government Fawzia Al Attia representing the Undersecretary 

· Mahtab Hussein Dir. of the Foreign Relations office-Deputy Speaker of Kurdistan Parliament  

· Chamber of  Commerce of Erbil (Kurdistan) Dilzar R. Husen 

· Kurdish Community/member of IPB located in Venice: 

· Gulala Salih –  Cultural mediator for Venice Municipality

· Nadhim Rashid  - Venice Asl

Delegation from Italy

Mayors for Peace: 

· Leonardo Domenici – Mayor of Florence and Vice President of MfP  - represented by Susanna Agostini 

· Fiorella Alunni – Mayor of Campi Bisenzio (Fi) 

· Edoardo Masetti – Mayor of Marzabotto (Bo) 

Italian Government – Ministry for Health

· Maria Paola Di Martino – General Director of the Relations with the European Union and of International Relations

Fondazione Ime:

· Paolo Marchese Morello – General Director of the Paediatric Hospital Meyer in Florence

· Letter of adhesion to the conference from the Region Lazio

 International Peace Bureau:

· Tomas Magnusson – International Vice President

· Fulgida Barattoni - International Peace Bureau - Italy

· Alberto Barbero 

· Roberto del Bianco

· Luciano Scambiato 

· Lara Alpi - Journalist

· Katia Medri - Interpreter 

· Andrea Misuri – Region Tuscany Dep. For Health Rights General Direction 

Fondazioni Caponnetto and Pertini

· Elisabetta Baldi Caponnetto 

· Domenico Bilotta

· Maria Galioto

Other institutions, associations and health cooperators

· Giovanna Ruscito - Costituency 1 Florence – President of the commission educational systems 

· Federica Masi e Fabio Laurenzi - COSPE - Cooperazione Sviluppo Paesi Emergenti  (Cooperation Development Emergent Countries)

· Massimo Barattini-U.O. Anaesthesia/Emergency life support  ASL10– Experience in Afghanistan 

· Giovanna Zatelli  - Head of the Physical Health SS of Florence

· Nadia Conti  - Counsellor in the Municipality Campi Bisenzio – voluntary service

Archeologia Viva  

· Piero Pruneti – Magazine Director 

Other subjects present at the debate gave their contribution: the head of the Italian Red Cross, the head of the Penitentiary Institute of Pianosa, teching director of the Prison Porto Azzurro and referent of the Cooperativa S. Giacomo, the representative of the Ente Parco dell’Arcipelago.

The initiative, starting from the participants, was aimed ad starting an open table necessary to characterize actions to be done through the continuative confrontation among institutions and organizations in the Italian and Iraqi civil societies committed in the project. 

It will be possible to give a concrete contribution to harmonize every single activity on the territory, keeping in mind the different contexts, which were effectively described by the Iraqi representatives at the conference. The overall situation requires joint emergency interventions and structural rearrangement.

PRIORITIES:

1 ) Conflict resolution/Peace Education

To promote a cultural change aimed at a peaceful living together. 

The functional strategy of this first stage requires the starting of strong relations with the institutions (mayors for peace, central, regional and local first level institutions, responsible for school institutions of any order and grade, civil society organizations and associations) in order to facilitate relations among different ethnic groups also through simple meetings. 

The international conference “The Kurd promote interethnic dialogue for peace in Iraq” taking place in Sulaymanyia on the 14th/04/2007, promoted by the Iraqi mayors adhering to the Mayors for Peace and by IPB-Italia, will also be the concrete meeting opportunity for all the institutional partners (both Italian and Iraqi), who are necessary for the building project.  

In a context rendered favourable by the commitment of  local and central institutions for the national peace-making, a series of peace education interventions will be started, even short range, specific and aimed at the human and cultural characteristics of the populations. This will happen also through a work of education of educators, with special attention towards school education and the civil society organized in associations.

2) Cooperation for Health and Social Sanitary Services

To create a new sanitary system based on prevention and accessibility, equity and quality of the Iraqi social sanitary assistance.  

To start with the contribution of the University a specific research on ecological sanitation aiming at preventing genetic damages coming from soil pollution coming from the use of chemical and bacteriological weapons especially in the territory of Kurdistan.

Considering the interventions carried out by Italian and international institutions, especially by the World Health Organisation, what emerges in the conference is the opportunity to carry out a system of network interventions. Through an institutional governance, as best guarantee of continuity, non fragmentation of the interventions and inclusion of the needs of the entire population. It is also necessary to contextually sustain the technologic and professional update of social sanitary operators and experts in environment quality.

In order to grant the recovery of serenity and health of the Iraqi population, it is necessary to start immediately, possibly also with the contribution of the Italian army still on site, the territory mine clearance. We listened to the denounce of  sockets where people live and work still source of everyday human tragedies. 

With the commitment of the Italian Towns whose mayors adhere to the Mayors for Peace, it will be possible to promote the building of new infrastructures necessary to enable new services. The initiatives of the Mayors for Peace, moreover,  will be able to grant actions pointing out the transversal character of health protection through specific projects such as: health and environment, women and health, children and health, economy and health, poorness and health, work and health, gender equality and health. 

3)Policies for legality and democracy

The general situation in Iraq, pointed out also by the Iraqi representatives, is characterized by a spread vulnerability of the population. War and economic sanctions seriously weakened the economy, infrastructures, social and health services. 

Unanimous sharing was shown about the need to support every initiative aiming at reconstruction. With transparency and certain rules. To avoid that the passage from war market to development market opens the way to strong foreign powers through the democratic path. 

4)Policies regarding the female condition and gender equality

The request of innovative paths coherent with a concrete policy of gender equality is pressing. We took strongly into account the need to define certain rules  to start empowerment actions to grant the right to habeas corpus, national and international citizenship, without gender discrimination. 

The table let come out the concrete possibility of cooperation and sharing of the experiences matured in Italy and in Europe in the institutions and the civil society and the association and education experiences of women on the Iraqi territory.

In particular we deepened the opportunity to promote forms of cooperation for the economic development starting from companies and autonomous activities, through company cooperation and female work forms. 

5)Policies of economic development

The economic partnership between Italy and Iraq will be first of alla a contribution to the request of certain and transparent rules in matters of market. In areas subject to minir conflict tentions they pointed out the opportunity to promote the opening of bilateral offices for trade and the development of exchanges.  These offices can be instruments aimed at attracting the attentino of Italian companies where French and German investors are already working. 

Tourism and the discovery of important archaeological sites can become projects aiming at knowledge, cultural and economic development, and stimulating reconciliation witha population living in a territory still in conflict.

Institutions and associations with particular experiences in the field of cooperation and economic development can be precious promoters of transparency and referents to start the complex process necessary for reconstruction.

Referent subjects:

This document, in its final draft shared by all the participants, will be presented to:

· The Italian Government and the Iraqi Government. Especially the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Health, Gender Equality, Productive Activities, Public Education. 

· All Italian and Iraqi mayors adhering to the Mayors for Peace.

Underwriters for the promoting subjects: 

Mayors for Peace: Leonardo Domenici, Fiorella Alunni, Edoardo Masetti, Susanna Agostini

Italian Ministry for Health: Maria Paola Di Martino

Ime /Az. Ospedaliera Meyer: Paolo Morello Marchese

IPB: Fulgida Barattoni  

Fondazioni Caponnetto e Pertini: Elisabetta Baldi Caponnetto

Cospe: Federica Masi

It’s decided that the table starter through this conference is open to the contribution of institutions, associations and people willing to agree, sharing with the promoters actions and aims.  
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A thought we all share

Mrs. Elisabetta Caponnetto, at the end of the conference, which she followed in all its phases, wished to express her feelings with a sentence written by judge Antonino Caponnetto:

“A long way awaits us, we will have to walk through it all together hand in hand”.

Attachments:

1. Full and parcel of this act is the preliminary document of the conference “Together for the reconstruction of Iraq” 

2. Letter of Adhesion to the conference of the governor of the Region Lazio Piero Marrazzo cofounder of the Istituto Mediterraneo di Ematologia (Mediterranean Institute of Hematology) [image: image1.png]



