
                     I.P.B. – Italia    International Peace Bureau
                   IPB-Italia is a national office of the International Peace Bureau. It is an organisation established under Italian law working to promote and support theprograms of the International Peace Bureau and a culture of  peace. It is specifically oriented towardsplanning, studying and analysing peacemaking in its various aspects

IPB is an important and very old organisation representing a milestone, the mother cell from which the modern pacifism was borne. IPB founding fathers handed IPB down to us because they wanted it to fulfil the task of bringing the voice of the CIVIL SOCIETY INTO THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS  TO MAKE  IT BE HEARD. 

Now more then ever we need this.

The last and present century have been witnessing  a wider and wider gap between what GOVERNMENTS  DO AND WHAT PEOPLE WANT, BETWEEN STATE REASONS AND CIVIL SOCIETY REASONS.

As we have seen big demonstrations don't reach the goal to influence high political choices as they did in the past. This is why it is imperative that peace associations keep up-to-date in order to adapt their structure to present times using also a more pragmatic approach to peace projects.

IPB-ITALIA 2005 ACTIVITIES REPORT

The Italian office of IPB is actually very active, we are trying to propose to Italian public and private institutions a new model of peace organisation which bases its work on concrete projects on specific issues trying to face the challenge of the new millennium and the need of peace coming from Civil Society.

IPB-Italia has a specific method of work that is based on the expertise-contribution of high level experts (physicians, journalists, doctors, international lawyers, ethical environmental engineers, biologists, educators, etc) that through an on-line brain-laboratory called Scientific C.tte work together and prepare the basis for all works.

- PEACE-EDUCATION: we have an annual International Literature Peace Prize called A TALE FOR PEACE that involves adults and school students and is supported by the most important Italian Institutions (President of the Republic, UNESCO, Ministry of education, etc) 

Also in matter of peace-education we made an itinerant multimedia photo exhibition called THE LONG SHADOW OF THE HIROSHIMA SUN - Images not to forget with 60 60x80 pictures, 2 original audio and 5 videos (3 short(15 min.) and 2 long (30 min.) for different age targets. This photo exhibition is offered for free by IPB-Italia to all town councils whose Mayors adhered to the Mayors for Peace campaign.

- DISARMAMENT: we have an important juridical legally biding project for the regulation of conventional arms inside the European Union realised with IALANA and IPPNW Italian sections “EU Arms Trade Regulation Project”.

Another project for disarmament concerns the promotion on the Italian territory of the Mayors for Peace campaign. IPB-Italia offers to this campaign a local service of Secretariat for registration and listing of new Italian mayors who decide to join the MFP. In only 5 months IPB-Italia brought the number of Italian mayors from 39 to 100 and now we have been asked to play an institutional role inside the Association of Italian Mayors, chaired by the Mayor of Florence Leonardo Domenici who has been recently nominated by Akiba Tadatoshi Vice-President to the board of directors of the MFP. In this Association of Italian Mayors all the Mayors of Italy are members,  there are 8100 and in these days in Cagliari is taking place the year meeting in which Leonardo Domenici with the organisational support of IPB-Italia will strongly promote the MFP.

- IPB-ITALIA STUDENTS GROUP this project started last year with some students of the University of Bologna (International Political Diplomatic Sciences and Interpreters-translators) and now is opening its own web site and involves about 35 students from many Italian and some from foreign universities (a German, a Palestinian, a Swede, two from England).

This group is completely run from the students with the overview of the President of IPB-Italia. The project aims to create a connection between the academic world and the professional world, in order to give the students the possibility to put into practice all the knowledge they acquired at the university, to test their qualities, attitudes and to make professional experience. With great flexibility the students can easily, according to their personal time-disponibility, come to co-operate with the projects and initiatives of IPB-Italia, and in the same way, if they have to study more or for any other reason, they can easily give up collaboration, still keeping this experience as a peace training and an occasion to acquire information and further knowledge. IPB-Italia Student Group offers a great opportunity to university students to get in touch with the widest world network of Associations, non-governmental Organizations and International Institutions which trust the International Peace Bureau.

The IPB-Italia Student Group has participated to all IPB-Italia activities and has realised an autonomous initiative at the University of Bologna -the conference “The United Nations and the International Human Security in the 21° century” whose speakers were Prof. Giovanni Carlo Bruno and Jonathan Granoff.

- VISIBILITY: Thanks to the good relationship that IPB-Italia has established with the Gorbachev Foundation Italia that organises every year the Nobel Summit in Rome this year we obtained the accreditation of one member of our Scientific C.tte and the invitation to participate with speeches to the Nobel Summit discussions.

   ANCI (Association of the 8100 National Italian Mayors) web site will be linked with IPB-Italia web site and this will give to IPB an extraordinary visibility. 

IPB-Italia has accepted to act on the Italian territory to support the secretariat of Hiroshima on a local level: to give practical instructions to mayors willing to join the MFP, and host the IPB-Italia itinerant multimedia photo exhibition “The long shadow of the Hiroshima sun”, to update the list of the Italian MFP, information exchange, etc. 

Thanks also to the high involvement of media (television, local and national newspapers) in all IPB-Italia activities also IPB head quarter of Geneva has reached a strong and high level VISIBILITY on the Italian territory.

- PUBBLICATIONS: “A tale for Peace” – First edition. This anthology contains the tales that won the first edition of the International Literature Peace Prize that IPB-Italia created in 2004. The second edition anthology will be edited on December 2005

“Time to abolish war”: 70% of this book has already been translated into Italian and in 2006 will be ended and we will look for a sponsor to cover the printing costs.

- FINANCIAL BASE: Each activity is made on the basis of voluntary work and each project has its own sponsors.
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